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I cannot believe 
that the story 

is over!

Good stories are never 
really over, kid. They’re 

constantly being written.

Dada, you said that 
you’ll tell us about 

the people with
whom you served! 

And there’s 
still time for 
dinner. could 
you Please 

continue with 
the story?

A bonfire!

Well, kids, I know the best 
way to tell a story And I have 

a little surprise for you.

See, kids, from the earliest days 
of mankind, people have sat around 

bonfires and shared stories.

And I will share the stories 
of some of my favourite 
seniors and colleagues. 

Dada, are these 
stories of ships, 

planes, submarines 
and other cool 

things?

Yes, ships, planes, 
submarines, missiles 

and torpedoes! But even 
better, I’ll tell you 

about the people who 
have made the Indian 

Navy the force it is today.

This is a really 
long story, Bharat.

After their epic trip into the ocean, the family returns to the shore...
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After independence, 
Katari became the 
Commanding Officer 
of ins Kistna.

Under his leadership INS Kistna led the operations off the Kathiawar 
coast during the integration of Junagadh in 1947. The Nawab of Junagadh 
had decided to join Pakistan after partition and the Indian Navy had 
to step in to prevent an integral part of India, whose people wanted 
nothing to do with Pakistan, from slipping away. **

Then Katari swiftly 
climbed through 
the ranks of the 
Indian Navy. In 1956, 
he became the Flag 
Officer Commanding 
Indian Fleet, the first 
Indian officer to be 
so. In 1958 he was the 
first Indian officer 
to be promoted to 
chief of naval staff.

As CNS, he brilliantly 
led the Indian Navy as 
it faced off against 
the Portuguese during 
the liberation of Goa, 
Daman and Diu in 1961.

It was also during his tenure that India’s first 
aircraft-carrier, INS Vikrant, was commissioned 
in 1961. This was going to be a decisive game 
changer for the Indian Navy in later years.

Katari also laid stress on building 
a self-reliant Navy for the future. 

Admiral Katari’s leadership ushered Indian 
Naval Forces into a new era of indigenization, 
modernity and transformation. 

*IMMTS dufferin was a training ship for young 
  cadets joining the Navy
**Read more about it in Book II

To tell the story of 
the people who built 
the Indian Navy, we 
must begin with the 
very first Indian to 

lead it, Ram Dass Katari. 
He started training 

to be a Naval Officer 
in 1927 and topped 

the very first batch 
of Indian cadets of 
IMMTS Dufferin.*
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The operations to liberate Goa, 
Daman and Diu from the Portuguese, 
also gave us another hero in Noel 
Kelman. Born on 10 June 1927, in 
Karnataka, he had a remarkable 
career in the Indian Navy.

In December 1961, Senior 
Commissioned Gunner Kelman 
was commanding an assault boat 
during the landings on Anjadiv 
Island, off Karwar in Goa.

Disregarding his wounds, he conducted 
the operation successfully. His courage 
and leadership earned him a Kirti Chakra.

Commander Noel Kelman retired in 
1977 and settled in Goa, which he had 
helped liberate many years earlier. 

Kelman took 
bullets that went 
through both his 
thighs. Despite that, 
he continued to 
accelerate the boat 
towards the beach.

At 15, he joined the Royal Indian 
Navy as a sailor. In world war II, 
he won a medal for bravery. In 1952, 
he became a Commissioned Gunner.

When the boat was not too far from the beach, the Portuguese 
opened heavy fire, taking out several Indian sailors.

On arriving in hostile territory, 
he guided his men to support 
another assault party.
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Another early architect of the Indian 
Navy was Admiral Bhaskar sadashiv SOman. 
He was born in Gwalior on 20 March 1913.

After the war, Soman and 
the Indian Navy understood 
that the need of the hour 
was to modernize, strengthen 
and build on the Navy’s 
capabilities. The Indian Navy 
procured submarines, frigates 
and missile boats at this time, 
while also giving impetus to 
building ships in India.

As the Flag Officer, he expertly led the forces against 
the Portuguese during the Liberation of Goa, Daman and 
Diu. within 40 hours of the beginning of hostilities, Thanks 
to the brave efforts of the Indian fleet under Soman, the 
Portuguese were defeated and Goa, Daman and Diu had once 
again become a part of the sovereign territory of India. 

On 5 June 1962, Soman took over the role of Chief 
of Naval Staff from his predecessor, Ram Dass 
Katari. During the Indo-Pak war of 1965, Soman 
oversaw the Navy’s defensive role on the coasts 
of India. Led by the mighty INS Mysore, the navy 
was instructed to stand sentinel, not allowing 
trade to be disrupted and ensuring our coastline 
and islands were not attacked from the sea.

from joining as a sub-lieutenant in 
the Royal Indian Navy, seeing action in 
WW II, through Independence and the 
formation of the Indian Navy, Soman 
rose through the ranks. Eventually, 
in 1960, Soman took over as the Flag 
Officer Commanding Indian Fleet.
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In 1933, admiral Adhar Kumar Chatterji 
was one of the first Indian cadet-entry 
officers to join the Royal Indian Navy.

now the Indian Navy was 
in a building phase and 

one of the key architects 
of it was Admiral Adhar 

Kumar Chatterji. 

So what happened 
next, Dada?

He soon became a sub-lieutenant and, in 
1939, was selected to go to the United 
Kingdom to train in Anti-Submarine Warfare. 

In 1950, he became the first Indian to 
command INS Delhi. It was when he was on 
the ship that three generations of Indian 
Prime Ministers, then PM Jawaharlal Nehru 
and future Prime Ministers Indira Gandhi 
and Rajiv Gandhi, sailed on board.

On 4 March 1966, Chatterji became the 
sixth Chief of Naval Staff. He was the first 
Indian to hold the rank of full Admiral.

Admiral Chatterji is largely credited for laying 
the foundation for the Navy’s post-independence 
force structuring and for leading India into the 
age of submarines. In 1967 India’s first Naval 
Submarine, INS Kalvari, was commissioned.

after the Indo-Pak war of 1965, the need of the hour 
was to build a stronger, multi-dimensional Navy.

During his tenure, the Indian Navy’s fleet grew 
in indigenously manufactured warships, as well 
as acquisitions like frigates, submarine rescue 
vessels, helicopters and aircraft, among other 
fleet building measures.

Admiral Chatterjee also oversaw the acquisition 
of missile boats from Russia, which would 
play a decisive role in 1971. In fact, servicemen 
fondly referred to these ships as ‘AK Boats’, 
referring to Admiral Chatterjee’s initials.

This was a truly remarkable time for the 
Indian Navy, as it saw widespread changes in its 
fleet structure as well as training and design 
organisations, all making Admiral Chatterjee a 
true pioneer of Atmanirbhar Bharat.
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when we talk of the indo-pak war of 
1971, we must recall admiral Sardarilal 
Mathradas Nanda, who become the 7th 
Chief of Naval Staff in 1970.

But it would be in 1971, that 
Admiral Nanda’s leadership 
would really come to the fore.

Born in Manora Island, Karachi in present 
day Pakistan, As a young man he joined the 
Royal Indian Naval Volunteer Reserve in 1941.

He came to be known as the ‘man who bombed Karachi’.

Admiral Nanda was instrumental in planning and conducting offensive operations against 
Pakistan. He used his personal knowledge of Karachi, the place he was born, to set it ablaze!

Under Admiral Nanda, the 
Indian Navy used INS Vikrant 
to successfully set up a naval 
blockade in the Bay of Bengal.

This cut off the supply 
chain between East* and 
West Pakistan and prevented 
its soldiers from escaping. 

It was the stellar leadership of 
Admiral Nanda that inspired the Indian 
Navy to perform in its finest hour.

In 1968, when the bombay-
based Command was upgraded, 
he became the first Flag 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief 
Western Naval Command.

For his exemplary leadership in war and 
his services to the nation, Admiral Nanda 
was Awarded the Padma Vibhushan** in 1972.

* Now Bangladesh
** India’s Second Highest Civilian Award 
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Another towering figure in the Indian 
Navy at the time was Vice-admiral 
Nilkanta Krishnan. Born in Nagercoil, 
he was the youngest in his family.

A gallantry award winner in 
World War II, Krishnan also 
saw action in the Junagadh 
operations. 

In 1961, Krishnan was in command of the cruiser, INS 
Delhi. The ship was tasked with providing remote support 
to the Indian Army from off the coast of Diu during the 
Liberation of Goa, Daman and Diu from the Portuguese.

On 18 December, hearing of attacks on the Indian army, he took the 
decision to move to one nautical mile off the coast and fired a 
barrage from INS Delhi’s heavy six-inch calibre guns. The action 
proved decisive. The Portuguese soldiers surrendered and the 
Indian Forces successfully hoisted the Indian flag at the fortress.

On 12 December 1967, Krishnan was appointed as the Vice Chief of Naval Staff, in 
the rank of Vice Admiral. Then, in 1971, Krishanan was appointed the Flag Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief Eastern Naval Command. It was under his leadership that the 
Indian Navy used INS Vikrant in an offensive role in the Eastern theatre of operations.

The strategy to use Vikrant to lure PNS Ghazi to visakhapatnam, where 
she met her doom, was the brainchild of Vice Admiral Krishnan.

The newly formed Eastern Fleet struck many crippling blows on the Pakistan Navy, 
completely choking East Pakistan and establishing total dominance over the Bay of Bengal. 

For his outstanding 
leadership, Vice 
Admiral Nilakanta 
Krishnan was 
awarded the Padma 
Bhushan in the 
year 1972.

At the end of the 
war, Rear Admiral 
Mohammed Shariff, 
Flag officer of 
East Pakistan 
Navy, directly 
surrendered arms 
to Vice Admiral 
Krishnan.
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Captain Swaraj Parkash was born in the 
Punjab Province on 3 September 1923.

At the time of Independence, he was serving on the staff 
of the Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Indian Navy. 

Parkash commanded several 
ships including IN Ships Krishna, 
Betwa, Khukri and Delhi.

INS Vikrant had propulsion problems in one of her boilers, limiting her 
speed.  Without speed, aircraft could not be launched. It meant that the 
Indian Navy would not be able to use their most potent platform in the war. 

However, Captain Parkash undertook emergency repairs of the boiler in extremely risky 
conditions to ensure that the ship was able to carry out aggressive warfare on East Pakistan.

During the Bangladesh Liberation 
War of 1971, Parkash was in 
command of INS Vikrant, the 
flagship of the Eastern Fleet.

Being an aircraft carrier with powerful capabilities, INS Vikrant 
was the most dangerous threat to the enemy in the eastern 
theatre during the war. Initially, INS Vikrant was supposed to 
undertake only a handful of missions with its aircraft. 

However, under Captain Swaraj Parkash’s dynamic command, 
INS Vikrant launched over a hundred sorties, resulting 
in the bombing of various port cities in East Pakistan, 
including Cox’s Bazaar and Chittagong. This aggressive 
approach ultimately led to India’s glorious victory.

For his valiant efforts and for 
the courageous command of INS 
Vikrant, Captain Swaraj Parkash 
was awarded the Maha Vir Chakra.
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Born on 21 December 
1936 in Dehradun, 
Rear Admiral Santosh 
Kumar Gupta served 
the Indian Navy from 
1958 to 1990.

As a Lieutenant Commander, He operated from INS 
Vikrant during the Indo-Pak War of 1971. There, he led 
eleven successful strike missions on the enemy.

On 9 December, Lt Cdr Gupta was in charge 
of the White Tigers, carrier borne fighter 
squadron of Sea Hawk aircraft, tasked with 
carrying out a strike mission on Khulna.

The enemy retaliated with a barrage of 
anti-aircraft gunfire. This led to the 
aircraft taking heavy damage and risking 
Gupta’s life. However, he continued with the 
operation, not letting up on the attack.

Lt Cdr Gupta showed great courage and 
professional ability in landing his damaged 
aircraft safely on board the carrier.

Just a few hours later, Lt Cdr 
gupta and his squadron were 
back in the air, continuing 
their relentless offensive 
against the enemy’s harbour 
and shore installations.

Despite the enemy’s retaliation, the missions were hugely successful. The many missions 
carried out by Lt Cdr Gupta and his squadron led to the complete capitulation of the 
enemy in Chalna, Khulna and the Chittagong area, leading directly to Pakistan’s eventual 
surrender. for this gallant action, the officer was awarded the Maha Vir Chakra.

Despite the state of his aircraft, through 
thick smoke and burning fuel, Gupta led his 
squadron back to the safety of INS Vikrant.



Cdr Mohan Narayan Rao Samant 
was a man of great tactical 
resolve, operational ingenuity and 
sheer courage. His actions during 
the war of 1971 are legendary. 

He was born in Pune, Maharashtra in 1930. In 1969, 
Samant was appointed as the commanding officer 
of the newly commissioned submarine, INS Karanj.

With no regard for his safety, Cdr 
Samant succeeded in picking up 
many survivors while simultaneously 
continuing the attack on the enemy. Force Alpha lost two gunboats that day. 

On 8 December, Cdr Samant led the Force Alpha 
operation**. This was a small team, consisting of 
four craft, that would make a big impact on the 
war. They carried out phenomenally successful 
attacks in Mongla and Khulna Ports Of erstwhile 
East Pakistan. Force Alpha inflicted heavy losses on 
the enemy, as CDR Samant manoeuvred his squadron 
through unfamiliar and dangerous waterways while 
braving enemy fire through their perilous journey.

During the operation, in 
Khulna, the force was 
mistaken for enemy ships 
and hit by friendly fire.

During the 1971 Indo-Pak War, he 
was posted to the Eastern Naval 
Command of the Indian Navy.

Under the direct leadership of the 
then Prime Minister, Samant was one of 
the key people planning and executing 
the devastating covert operation x* 
during the Bangladesh Liberation War. 
This operation crippled the war effort 
in East Pakistan. 

This operation was carried 
out till 11 December 1971. 
Cdr MNR Samant was 
awarded the Maha Vir 
Chakra for his bravery.

Later, he became 
the first temporary 
Chief of Naval Staff 
of the newly created 
Bangladesh Navy and 
remained so till early 
1972. He was also 
awarded the ‘Friend 
of liberation’ honour 
by the Government of 
Bangladesh. He retired 
in 1974. In 2019, he 
passed away. However, 
his legacy continues to 
live forever.

* A secret operation that involved attacking East Pakistan’s maritime shipping to deprive the Pakistani forces of logistics and  
  supplies. Read more about it in Book II of the Naval Journey of India: Tacking to the Blue Waters. 
** The Force Alpha team consisted of two gunboats, Padma and Palash, Chitrangada, a watercraft and INS Panvel, a seaward defence  
    boat, as its command ship.



12

Chiman Singh Yadav was born on 
1 June 1945 in Gokal Garh village 
in the gurugram district of 
present-day Haryana.

In 1961, at a Republic Day parade, 
Chiman Singh Yadav first saw a tableau 
of a naval ship and sailors. THe sailors 
were performing mock drills on diving 
from the deck. That’s when he knew 
that he wanted to join the Indian Navy.

Leading Seaman Yadav spotted two 
survivors as they struggled to stay afloat.

However, upon 
the liberation of 
Bangladesh, he 
returned to India. 

Leading seaman Yadav is an embodiment of 
the Navy’s core values of duty, honour 
and courage and was awarded the Maha 
Vir Chakra in 1971 for his act of bravery.

During Operation X, now Leading Seaman* Chiman Singh 
helped train the divers of the Mukti Jodha to undertake 
covert and unprecedented attacks on the Pakistan Navy.

This boy grew up to be one of the bravest 
fighters of the Indian Navy operating behind 
enemy lines in the Bangladesh Liberation War. 

Soon he was deployed as part of Force Alpha.

While on the dangerous mission, 
his gunboat was struck by 
a bomb and sunk. The enemy 
started firing at the survivors.

Disregarding his personal safety, he escorted the 
survivors to the shore and created an opening 
for them to escape by charging at the enemy.

Unfortunately, he was overpowered and captured 
by the enemy.

* A rank for sailors in the Indian Navy
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COmmander Joseph Pius Alfred 
Noronha was born on 1 March 1937.

During the 1971 Indo-Pak War, Cdr Noronha was Commanding 
Officer of INS Panvel, a gunboat which was part of Force 
Alpha-participating in the operation to attack the Mongla 
and Khulna areas between 8 and 11 December, 1971.

Force Alpha came under tremendous air and shore attacks 
while navigating the narrow riverine waterways of the region.

However, Cdr Noronha and the rest of Force Alpha braved out 
the attacks, successfully navigating the restricted waters and 
launched multiple attacks on enemy positions and destroyed them.

Cdr Noronha led his men in the 
fight, as they battled at close 
quarters for long periods of time.

His bravery, utter disregard for his personal safety, leadership and 
untiring energy inspired his men to rise to the occasion. Commander 
Noronha succeeded in silencing the enemy’s shore defences and 
caused very extensive damage to vital enemy installations.

For his inspiring 
leadership and relentless 
effort, He was awarded 
the Maha Vir Chakra in 1971.
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Kohli joined the 
Royal Indian Navy 
Volunteer Reserve 
as a cadet in May 
1936. During World 
War II, Kohli served 
in the Persian Gulf 
and in the Far 
Eastern theatre. 
After independence, 
Kohli joined the 
Indian Navy.

he was one of the key officers selected to 
oversee the expansion of the naval fleet. 
He went on to serve as the Commanding 
Officer of IN ships Rana and Mysore.

During the Indo-Pak War of 1971, Vice Admiral Kohli was tasked to 
defend our western seaboard. he oversaw some of the most 
dangerous and devastating naval attacks India had ever undertaken.

An author, a Padma 
Bhushan awardee, 
and Chief of the 
Naval Staff, Vice 

Admiral SN Kohli had 
an illustrious career.

Vice Admiral Kohli 
was awarded the 
Padma Bhushan 
award for his 
exceptional 
ability, sagacity 
and leadership 
during the war.

It was under his guidance that Indian 
Missile boats crippled the Pakistan Navy 
through operations Trident and Python.*

Further, The actions of the 
Western fleet ensured the 
absolute strangulation of Pakistan.

In the meantime, on the west coast, the Western 
naval command was led by vice Admiral Sourendra 
Nath Kohli, who would later become the Chief of 

the Naval Staff between 1973 and 1976.

*Read more about operations Trident and 
 Python in Book II of the Naval Journey of India



Reproduction of commemorative 
stamp issued in 2000 to honour 

Captain MN Mulla
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Captain Mulla gave 
the order to abandon 
ship, to save the lives 
of his crew. In an act 
of selfless courage, 
he refused to save 
himself and gave his 
life vest to a sailor. 

he went back to the bridge and in the finest traditions 
of the Indian Navy, was seen going down with his ship.

Captain Mahendra Nath Mulla’s 
conspicuous gallantry, 
dedication and sacrifice will 
never be forgotten. 

He set an example through 
this selfless act. For this, 
he was awarded  the Maha 
Vir Chakra posthumously.

During the Indo-Pak war, On 7 December 
1971, a communication intercept showed 
the presence of an enemy submarine off 
the shore of Gujarat.

Two anti-submarine ships under the 
command of Mulla were assigned the task 
of locating and destroying the Pakistani 
submarine in the Northern Arabian Sea.

On the fateful night of 9 December 1971, INS 
Khukri was hit by two torpedoes by the enemy 
submarine, PNS Hangor, and started sinking.

Mahendra Nath Mulla was born 
on 15 May 1926, in a Kashmiri family 
in Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh.

He was commissioned in the Royal Indian Navy in 1948, promoted 
to Lieutenant Commander in 1958, and from 1965 to 1967, he served 
as the Deputy Naval Adviser to the High Commissioner of India 
to UK. He served on IN Ships Gomati and Madras. He was also the 
executive officer of INS Kistna and commanded INS Rana.

He joined the royal indian navy 
in 1946 and trained in the UK.
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cdr KPG Rao, born in Mangalore in 1926 
was the commander of the task force.

In 1971, the Indian Navy drew first blood 
with Operation Trident. The 25 MIssile 
Boat squadron consisting of Three 
missile boats, IN Ships Nipat, Nirghat and 
Veer accompanied by two Petya class 
ships Kiltan and Katchall, was ordered to 
carry out a strategic offensive on the 
enemy at Karachi on 4 December 1971.

Under the cover of darkness, The Indian Navy attacked 
between dusk and dawn to surprise the enemy.

The task group unleashed 
their missiles and sank PNS 
Khyber, PNS Shah Jahan, PNS 
Muhafiz, patrolling off Karachi, 
and the Venus Challenger, 
a cargo ship carrying 
contraband for Pakistan.

The attack had been meticulously 
planned and executed perfectly. 

Operation 
Trident is a go!

CDR Rao led his group into the enemy’s waters despite the 
threat of an air, surface or submarine attack from the enemy.
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The Task Force then moved towards the main 
target of the operation-the karachi harbour.

the enemy was caught completely by surprise and the Indian 
warships had lit the biggest bonfire in the Arabian Sea!

Born in 1928 in Rewari, Haryana, Squadron 
Cdr Babru Bhan Yadav was the commander 
of the ‘killer’ squadron of missile boats.

Soon after Operation Trident, a similar attack, Operation 
Python, was conducted on 8 December. INS Vinash, a 
missile boat, supported by IN Ships Trishul and Talwar, 
launched a deadly attack on the Karachi Harbour.

After 8 December, the Pakistani ships 
stayed inside harbour and refused 
to be drawn into a fight. The attacks 
had left Pakistan reeling and would 
prove decisive in ending the war.

Both Cmde kpG Rao and Cmde BB 
Yadav were awarded Maha Vir 
Chakras in recognition of their 
actions in the attacks on Karachi.

Along with the sinking and damaging of other ships, the 
Keamari Oil Field in Pakistan was again set ablaze and 
this dealt a body blow to the Pakistan Navy’s plans.

The squadron would spot enemy ships 
on radar and fire their missiles on 
them, before attacking the Karachi port.

Target locked. 
Engage!
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book II of the Naval JOurney of India
**Now known as MARCOS

The IMSF team 
successfully 
destroyed over 
15 speedboats 
meant for the 
militants’ escape.

However, as they set the charges and were 
escaping, they came under fire from the militants. 

Lt Singh took charge of the situation and exposed 
himself to the militants to create a diversion, seeing 
to it that his forces reached safe ground swiftly.

For this action, Lt Singh was 
awarded the Maha Vir Chakra. When 
he retired, he was in command of 
the Marine Commandos, in the rank 
of Commodore.

Born on 26 January 1958, Lt Arvind 
Singh’s exploits were most notable 
During Operation Pawan.

On 19 October 1987, Lt Arvind and his team broke out 
from Jaffna Fort in a joint operation with Indian 
Army commandos. The team was tasked with clearing 
a heavily mined road under constant militant fire.

Through Lt Arvind’s bravery, he 
and his men secured the area. This 
was a key operation, as it led to 
two columns of the Indian Army, 41 
brigade and 1 Maratha light infantry, 
coming together on 20 October. 

On 21 October, the IMSF team under the leadership 
of Lt Arvind Singh placed and detonated explosive 
charges on militant speedboats. To destroy the 
remaining speedboats, the team swam underwater 
for over 12 km and planted demolition charges.

Lieutenant Arvind Singh was Officer-in-Charge 
of the Indian Marine Special Force (IMSF)**.

After 1971, the next major operation, 
codenamed Operation Pawan, was in 1987. 
The Sri Lankan government requested 
India to launch a peacekeeping mission in 
Northern Sri Lanka, aimed at bringing peace 
to the region under heavy LTTE presence.*
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And now I want to tell you about 
some of the architects of the Indian 
Navy-the leaders who shaped what 

the Navy looks like today...

Cursetji saw action in World War II as part of royal 
navy, fighting in several operations and naval battles.

Born on 20 May 1919, in jabalpur, 
Madhya Pradesh, Admiral Jal 
Cursetji was the eighth CNS. He 
was the very first hydrographer
to be promoted to the position.

He served on HMS Suffolk and subsequently HMS 
Repulse. By 1944, he took command of HMIS Bombay.

after independence, Cursetji joined 
the Indian Navy. He served as the 
Chief Hydrographer of the Navy 
from 15 November 1955, till 1957.

During the 1971 Indo-Pak war, 
he served as Vice Chief of the 
Indian Navy. in January 1976, he 
was appointed as the cns.

He was the senior-most Indian 
hydrographer and took part in coastal 
surveys in India and abroad, playing a 
pivotal role in establishing hydrography as 
one of the core missions of the Indian Navy.

As the CNS, he took the decision to 
take over the maritime reconnaissance 
role from the Indian air force.

In October 1978, he was awarded 
the Legion of Merit by the United 
states Department of Defence.

Admiral Cursetji passed away 
in 1991, leaving behind a legacy 
of excellence in hydrography 
and maritime reconnaissance 
that remain central to the 
role of the Indian Navy. 

in 1976, he commissioned INAS 312, an 
Indian naval air squadron, in Goa. Under 
his tenure, the ICG* also came into being.

As you know, hydrography is 
one of the key functions of 
our Navy, as it ensures the 
safe navigation of waters 
for both our own ships as 
well as for our partners.** 

*Chief of Naval Staff
*Indian Coast Guard
**For a better understanding of hydrography, read Book II of the Naval Journey of India
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He truly was a remarkable man with 
towering integrity, resilience, hardwork 
AND an infectious personality, making a 
huge AND lasting effect on the Indian Navy.

However, it was his role as Deputy 
Commandant at the National Defence 
Academy, Pune, from 1971 to 1973, that he 
made his greatest impact, helping to mould 
the future leaders of the armed forces.

The admiral was commissioned 
into the Navy as a reserve 
officer on his twentieth birthday, 
on 25 May 1943. After World War 
II, he served with distinction in 
many of the Navy’s premier ships 
and establishments.

Born on 25 May 1923, in Calcutta, Bengal, admiral 
Ronald Lynsdale Pereira had an extensive 39-year naval 
career. Considered a born leader by his seniors and 
colleagues, he represented the Indian Navy in Hockey 
in 1946 and Golf in the 1960s.

in 1979, he was appointed as Chief of the Naval 
Staff in the rank of Admiral. His single-minded 
focus in his three years as CNS was towards 
‘consolidation of the naval service’ in order 
to enhance operational capabilities.

Not only did Admiral Pereira embody the 
noblest of standards as a serviceman, he 
lived a simple and austere life. When he 
retired, all he had was an old scooter and 
refused post-retirement jobs, instead 
choosing to tend to his garden in peace.

A personal hero of mine was 
Admiral Ronnie Pereira.

For example, he would ruthlessly hand out a very 
strenuous hike to us as punishment, but the next 

morning, just as we were to set out, he would appear 
in our midst, joining us and when we got to the top, 
there were always refreshments waiting for us!

All of us who were young 
cadets at the NDA cannot forget 

the impact he made on us.

post independence, He commanded INS 
Delhi, the Eastern Fleet, the Western Naval 
Command and was the Vice Chief of Naval 
Staff among his many assignments.
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We have spoken about how running the Indian Navy 
requires great feats of engineering, industrial 

production and training. The first ever Indian Armed 
Forces officer to hold the appointment of the 

Controller General Defence Production, Vice Admiral 
Daya Shankar, was a remarkable man. He was born on 
2 January 1912. In 1930, he became one of the first 

Indians to be selected for the Royal Indian Marine.

During World War II, he was assigned to HMIS 
Lawrence. A brilliant engineer, he was called upon 
wherever there were issues or breakdowns on the ship.

in 1942, Shankar was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross for his 
“courage, enterprise and devotion to 
duty in operations in the Persian Gulf”.

After his retirement, he continued 
to consult as a technical engineer 
for both public and private sector 
industries. In 1985 he was conferred 
the honourary rank of vice-admiral. 

Vice admiral Daya Shankar 
passed away in 1993. He is 
one of the pillars on which 
the Indian Navy’s Make in Make in 
IndiaIndia story is built.

Until his retirement in 1964, 
he was effectively the head 
of the engineering branch of 
the Navy. Here he foresaw 
the need to build ships in 
India. He was one of the key 
contributors to the Naval 
Constructors branch of the 
Indian Navy at this time, an 
organisation that had built 
the backbone of today’s 
modern Indian Navy. 

After independence, 
he served on the Naval 
partition committee, 
that undertook the 
sensitive operation 
of dividing the Royal 
Indian Navy between 
India and Pakistan. 
He continued to 
serve as Director, 
Naval Engineering, 
commanding officer of 
the engineering training 
establishment, INS 
Shivaji and Industrial 
manager at the Bombay 
Dockyard. 

His popularity amongst 
the staff and efficiency 
as a leader ensured 
the smooth running of 
the establishments. In 
1958 he was appointed 
Director General 
Ordnance Factories 
and two years later, 
the Controller General 
Defence Production.
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While some others conquered the seas with their body and 
soul, some others did it with their brilliant minds. Commodore 
Arogyaswami J Paulraj was one such brilliant mind.

The world shall truly remain indebted to 
Commodore Paulraj for his contributions.

Another officer from the Indian Navy, Capt N 
S Mohan Ram, would revolutionise the Indian 
scooter market, by designing the TVS Scooty- 
conceived keeping Indian women in mind.

Captain Mohan Ram majored in design 
of warships at the Royal Naval 
College in Greenwich, United Kingdom.

Because of his training he was 
selected by the indian navy to work 
on indigenous warship designs.

shipbuilding would become the 
cornerstone of building a strong Navy. 

Captain Mohan Ram understood the intricacies of 
warship design and so was the architect behind one 
of India’s foundational warships INS Godavari. This was 
the beginning of the programme which led to building 
many more indigenous Indian warships from the Nilgiri 
class frigates to the Kolkata class destroyers.

*APSOH - Advanced Panoramic Sonar Hull Mounted

Paulraj revolutionised the existing 
SONAR technology for the Indian Navy. 
The APSOH* technology, designed and 
manufactured in India, is considered 
one of the best SONARs in the world.

Commodore Paulraj’s continued research work has 
enabled technologies like WIFI and 4G to develop.
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VIce Admiral Awati was instrumental in conceiving and 
encouraging Ocean sailing in the Indian Navy-something that 
grew to become the two Sagar Parikrama missions. He also 
contributed immensely to maritime education in India and played 
a key role in the formation of the Maritime History Society.

Vice Admiral Awati 
passed away in 2018. 
he will always be 
remembered as the 
striking, handsome 
man, who was an 
awe inspiring figure 
and a stirring 
example of naval 
chivalry and charm. 

He was the young officer who received 
President’s Colour from Dr Rajendra 
Prasad in 1951 on behalf of the Indian Navy.

In the Indo-Pak War of 1971, he was
Commander of 31 Patrol Vessel Squadron and 
its lead ship-the petya-class corvette INS 
Kamorta as part of the Eastern Fleet. The 
squadron played a key role, capturing three 
enemy ships and facing off with a submarine.

Captain Awati displayed immense gallantry, 
leadership and devotion to duty. Awati was one 
of the officers present when Pakistan Armed 
Forces surrendered at the end of the war.After the war, he 

went on to command 
the Western Fleet, 
served as the 
Chief of Personnel 
in Delhi, and was 
the flag officer 
commanding in Chief 
of the Western Naval 
Command till his 
retirement in 1983.

After his training, Awati returned 
to India, where he specialised as a 
Signals and Communications officer.

Vice Admiral Manohar 
Prahlad Awati was a Flag 
Officer in the Indian 
Navy. He was born on 7 
September 1927.

He graduated from the Britannia 
Royal Naval College in early 1946.

He is also 
known as the 
“Father of the 
Indian Navy’s 
Circumnavigation 
Adventures”.
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* Parikrama means ‘the path surrounding something’ in Hindi. So Sagar Parikrama translates to the circumnavigation of the oceans.

On 19 May 2010, as he sailed Mhadei into Mumbai 
harbour, Capt Donde successfully completed 
Project Sagar Parikrama. He had become the 
first Indian to complete a single-handed 
circumnavigation, in an Indian-built sail boat. In 
recognition, he was conferred the Shaurya Chakra 
and the Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Award.

Cdr TOmy returned home in 2013 to a ceremonial 
reception presided over by the then President, 
Shri Pranab Mukherjee. He is the recipient of a 
Kirti Chakra and Nau Sena Medal.

In 2012, commander Tomy set out to become 
the first Indian to do a solo, non-stop 
circumnavigation of the globe, sailing around the 
Cape of Good Hope, Cape Horn and Cape Leeuwin.

Captain Donde sailed across the three 
great capes: Cape Leeuwin, Cape Horn 
and the Cape of Good Hope.

You can’t be in the navy without an 
insatiable thirst for adventure. 

on 19 august 2009, Captain Donde embarked on 
the journey across the globe in INSV Mhadei.

This same thirst made Captain Dilip Donde 
the first Indian to circumnavigate the world.

He was actively involved in the 
construction of this 56-foot sloop. Built 
at the Aquarius Shipyard in GOa, It was the 
first of its kind to be constructed in India.

This was just the beginning… Soon 
the Navy launched Project Sagar 
Parikrama 2 and Lt Cdr Abhilash 
Tomy was the man for the mission.
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On the trip, the crew encountered wondrous 
sights, from sea creatures like the Sperm 
Whale to witnessing the Aurora Australis**.

*Lt Cdr Vartika Joshi, Lt Cdr Pratibha Jamwal, Lt Cdr Aishwarya Boddapati, Lt Cdr P Swathi, Lt Shourgrakpam Vijaya Devi, 
Lt Payal Gupta
**Southern lights

The next challenge undertaken by the Indian Navy was the Navika Sagar Parikrama in 2017.

Under this project, six* brave women officers set out to circumnavigate the globe.

This all-women crew underwent rigorous training 
under Captain Donde before their journey.

On 10 September 2017, the crew, led 
by Lieutenant Commander Vartika Joshi 
embarked on this extraordinary voyage.

Their journey was perilous-the team faced storms 
and withstood waves as high as a nine-storey building.

INS Tarini returned home on 21 May 2018, with 
her triumphant crew making Indian Naval history.
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The Indian Navy doesn’t just explore the depths of the 
oceans but also climbs the tallest peaks of the world.

Captain Mohan Singh Kohli, one of India’s 
best mountaineers, took India to the 
highest summit of them all-Mount Everest.

Captain Kohli was always an adventurer. 
He was enamoured by the snowy peaks of 
the Himalayas since he heard of Tenzing 
Norgay and Edmund Hillary summitting 
Mount Everest in 1953.

He had already attempted to conquer 
the highest peak in the world twice, 
once in 1960 and next in 1962.

The third Everest Expedition 
was flagged off in 1965.

The team led by Captain MS Kohli braved harsh 
conditions but finally reached the summit.

India made a world record by putting nine climbers 
on the summit. It held this record for 17 years!

Capt MS Kohli went on to become one of the most celebrated mountaineers in India. He received the 
Padma Bhushan and the arjuna award. Later, he represented India all across the world, promoting 
tourism in the Himalayas and contributing to making mountaineering a popular sport in the country.
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Satyabrata Dam was a born 
mountaineer. He started climbing the 
icy Himalayas at the tender age of 10.

This climb was remarkable in many ways- 
Not least because the chosen route was of 
the treacherous North Col of Mount Everest.

This climb made 
Commander Satyabrata 
Dam the first submariner 
to reach the highest 
summit in the world.

He would go on to successfully climb 
the highest summits on all the seven 
continents, climb 350 mountains and 
visit 194 countries across the globe!

Commander Dam joined the 
Indian Navy as a submariner.

A keen sportsman, he is a 
swimmer, badminton player 
and excellent at water sports. 

he became the first person in the 
world to have led expeditions to 
the North and South Poles as well 
as Mount Everest.

Commander Dam led The 2004 Everest expedition 
which was flagged off from inside the submarine 
INS Sindhuraj, at about 100 metres below sea level.
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Dada, that was so 
cool. These people 

are incredible!

So guys, who was your 
favourite person in the story? 

Mine is undoubtedly Admiral 
Nanda. He masterminded the 
Indian Navy’s finest hour!

Mine is Lt Arvind 
Singh! Can you imagine 

swimming 12 km to 
complete your mission? 

And that’s why the 
Indian Navy is such 
an amazing force!

Oh dada, thank 
you so much for 

sharing these 
stories with us. 

I know, right?

I know mine! The 
women of the Navika 

Sagar Parikrama! 
They were so brave! 

Every person 
serving in the Navy 
has a story, kids, 
and is a hero in 
their own right. 

Each and every one! 
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The Indian Navy continues to be a rapidly 
evolving service, representative of the 
best that India has to offer. Its ships, 

aircraft, submarines and personnel 
continue to be deployed across the 
oceans , ever ready to provide aid, 

succour and project Indian traditions. 
Begin your adventure of a lifetime by 

joining the Indian Navy and working with 
colleagues across a range of cutting 
edge technologies across all domains.

 the heroes that you heard about are just 
a small selection of the many that the Navy 
has. Brave warriors, technology pioneers, 

award winning sportspersons, gallant icons, 
inspiring leaders, dedicated personnel, the 

Navy has them all. There are many stories of 
glory, valour, commitment and achievement. 
As we have more chats and more holidays 

together, I will tell you about all of them. 

Dada, I 
can’t wait.

Hahaha! Kids, you’ll 
have to wait a little 

longer for that.

Yes, Dada, and I can’t 
wait to start our 

own Naval journey!



1) Under which CNS was the INS Vikrant commissioned?

2) Who was the Flag Officer Commanding Indian Fleet in 1961, leading the  
     Indian forces against the Portuguese?

3) Which boats are referred to as ‘AK Boats’ and why?

4) What was the name of the carrier borne fighter squadron of Sea Hawk 
     Aircraft that was led by Lt Cdr Santosh Kumar Gupta in 1971? 

5) Name the boats that comprised Force Alpha. 

6) What is the name of the Indian Naval operation which successfully 
     attacked the Karachi harbour on 8 December 1971? 

7) Lt Arvind Singh and his team broke out from which Sri Lankan port on   
     19 October 1987, leading to the coming together of two Indian Army  
     columns the next day?

8) What is the name of the technology, revolutionised by Cmde Paulraj,
     that is considered to be one of the best SONARs in the world? 

9) Name the 56-foot sloop, built in the Aquarius shipyard in Goa, under 
     the supervision of Capt Donde, that was used in Sagar Parikrama I and II. 

10) Who is the first submariner to reach the highest summit in the world?

For answers, turn to page:

1)– 3; 2) – 5; 3) – 6; 4) – 10; 5) – 11;  6) – 17; 7) – 18; 8) – 22; 9) – 24; 10) – 27

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE! 








